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To: USDA Secretary Dan Glickman

From: Sue Welburn

Dear Mr. Glickman,

Please support mandatory labeling of al geneticaly modified foods and genetically modified
organisms. | have attached a copy of an article taken from our California Certified Organic

Farmers current newsletter for your reference.
Sincerely,

Sue Weburn
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GMO'S: Tell it like it is!

Government Aflalrs Commitree Chalr, David
Letourneau. This listening session was sponsored by
CDFA and USDA for the purpose of obtaining input
for the next round of World Trade Organization
(WTQ) negotations. -

The follag?y testimony was given by CCOF's

As a small organi¢ Farmer, Chairman of the
Government Affairs Committee and member of the
hard of Directors of the Cafifornia Certified
?r nic Farmers t want to thank you for this oppor-

unity.

| would like to direct my comments specificatly
10 the issues regarding genetic engineeringand ge-
netically modified organisms; the actual dangets of
genetic engineering {o the Integrity of organic pro-
duction and the effects on human health'and tha en-
vironment; the inadequadei of aur qovernmental
regulatory agencies; and the resulting problems with
international tade.

We no longer want to be the
guinea pigs for inadequately tested
and unregulated bad science for
the benefit of big business!

By genetic engineering I mean the altering of the
genetlc code by recombinant DNA techniques.

Fd
Last year we had contamination of certified or-
ganic com by the pollen from com that had been
genetically altered with Bacilfus thurengiensis (bt}
toxin. Last month evidence was .preseﬁited by

Cornell University on the #&%Mjm of the
Monarch butterﬂt; caterpiffar that Mgested pollen
m ered com,

| altered potatoes developed atrophied livers, shrunke
Il brains and swollen testicles, as compared to rats fed li
Il normal potatoes, who developed none of these symg- -
f toms. E"

I creased levels of Insulln-ltke growth factor #1 These|
| cancer [n men and breast cancer In womon, It is un-

i prepubescent chlldren.

i wholly-owned subsidiary of Monsanto.
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This spring genetically contaminated soybean seeij

Research in Scotland shows that rats fed genetica

il was sold to unsuspecting crganic farmers. 1
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Research In ihe US shows that crows injected with '

.‘3(
the recombinant Bovine Growth Hormone have in- J

Increased levels have been shown to cause prostate | |,

known what the effects are In the unborn, bables and !
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The USDA jointly owns the patent for thg c |
n

Terminator seed with the o 8
us has thej |
USDA has become not r of these bicy/

tech companies, but partners with them as well.
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The EPA requires Bt geneticallgbaltered crops to be
registered as pesticides,while the FDA allows them tp
be soid as food.

Now,the US Trade Representative and the World |/
Trade Organization are trying to force the other coup!’
tries of the world to 2ccept this flawed technology. L

The power of tie consumer will ultimately prove |
stronger than the multi-national corporations, US ré}
latory agencles, trade representatives and treaties, if | -

European, Japanege and American consumers reject !\

hormone treated beef and genetically manipulated
Foods then all the trade representatives, regulatory ')\
!

agencles and treaties ir the world will not matter. ~ i1

& ]\l
This should not be a battle between the people }njd
their representatives. \We are here to ask for your heip,
We want an end to this unregulated and dlsasteroug il
technology. We want a change of direction. We no D}(i;,

it

fonger want to be thefuinea pigs for inadequately |
tested and unregulated bad science for the benefit of::
bg bug!ness. :

CCOF is opposed to the continued release of geh
netically modified organisms Into the environment ¥
exézedmentatlcm in open fields and In commercial ap--
plications. ;
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CCOF insists on the labeling of all products’ ©f
netic erginesrimg 0 we an ali exercise our free
cholice. This is the true meaning of transparency:

i
And, instead of risk assessment, we are calling ‘J 1
the a plication of the gerecautiona principle whf ch
mands that no action be taken untit you can pro veine
nk you fi

harm.
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